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15th March, 2017 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 
 
Hockey Clinics 
Mrs Heeney has been successful in gaining funding for this term 
from Sporting Schools that has allowed us to provide Hockey Clinics 
for our Year 3/4 students over 4 weeks this term.  Sporting Schools, 
in partnership with 30 national sporting organisations, are providing 
coaches and teachers to deliver short term sports programs in 
schools.  Keep an eye on the newsletter during the year for further 
updates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual Report 

School Council approved the Annual Report to the school 
community on Thursday March 9th.  The school identified both 
Numeracy and Literacy as priorities for 2016.  Our 2015 NAPLAN 
data indicated only 52% of our students experience medium to high 
growth in mathematics, 68% for reading and 61% for writing.  In 
2016 we kept class sizes small, employed an integration aide for 
each classroom and employed a 0.4 teacher to specifically work 
with small groups of students.  We provided professional 
development for the integration aides to upskill them to work with 
small groups of students in literacy.  In addition, we worked with 
Karingal Heights PS to share knowledge and strategies in 
mathematics during combined professional development activities.  
Frankston East staff also worked on developing their planning in 

mathematics with an external consultant. 

While our Student Attitude To School Survey data is positive, the 
school identified conflict resolution in the playground as an area to 

Coming Events 

 
Term 1 2017 
Fri. 24/3   District Athletics @ Ballam Park 
Wed. 29/3   Wheel Talk Yr 5/6 
Fri. 31/3   End of Term 1 
    Students dismissed @ 2:30pm 
 
Term 2 2017 
Tue. 18/4   School resumes 

P.F.A. 
 

We are asking for donations for our 
Easter Raffle. 

Items can be left at the school office. 
Your help in making this a successful 

fundraising activity would be very 
much appreciated. 

 
Thanking you 

P.F.A. 

work on along with developing the leadership skills of our Year 5/6 

students, in particular, those students selected as student leaders. 

 

Frankston East Primary School is very proud of its strong student 
learning programs.  Teacher assessments of AusVELS in the 
areas of English and Mathematics show that across Year Prep-6 
our school performs within the range of the middle 60% of 
Victorian Government Schools.  Our performance was slightly 
below the Median of all Victorian Government Schools in English 
and Mathematics.  However, our performance when compared to 
similar schools across the State was higher in both English and 
Mathematics. 
 
In Year 3 NAPLAN, our performance in Reading and Numeracy 
was below the State median.  When compared to similar schools 
across the State, we performed higher than those schools in both 
Reading and Numeracy.  In Year 5 NAPLAN, our performance in 
Reading and Numeracy was below the State median, however, 
when compared to similar schools across the State, we performed 
higher than those schools in Numeracy and similar to the similar 
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The operating hours are:  
 

TUESDAY – 3:15pm – 3:45am 
FRIDAY - 8:45 – 9:15am and  

3:15 – 3:45pm 

Student Attendance 

last week 
 

Percentage of students at school 

95.3% 
 

Percentage of students on time 

94.9% 

Student of the Week 
Monday 20th March 

 
PM—Ella M.—For making great progress in 
her reading. 
 
1/2S—Jacob S.-H.—For always trying his 
best. 
 
1/2R—Kiara H.—For trying really hard on her 
handwriting. 
 
2/3H—Mackenzie F.—For trying hard with her 
work. 
 
3/4B—Charlee B.—For working hard in all 
areas of her learning. 
 
4/5W—Tamika C.-I.—For her positive attitude 
to learning and fantastic work ethic. 
 
5/6S—Matilda F.—For her guts and 
determination during 800m training. 
 
5/6O—Akilesh A.—For some great work 
during Getting Along classes. 

schools in Reading.   
 
The school is pleased with the Learning Gain of our students from 
Year 3 – Year 5 in NAPLAN, but would like to make improvements 
in Grammar and Punctuation:  
 
The complete Annual Report is available on our school website for 
you to view: 
http://www.frankstoneastps.vic.edu.au/Annual%20Report/
AR_20164682.pdf 

 
PFA Fundraisers 
The PFA have been collecting donations for the Easter Raffle that 
is currently underway.  We appreciate all donations that families 
are able to make for this fund raiser.  Donations can be sent to the 
school office and the PFA will collect them from there.  The PFA 
are also running the End of Term Lunch fundraiser.  This term we 
are having sausages in bread and drinks.  All money raised from 
these fundraisers goes directly back into resources for the 
students. 
 
Until next time, 
 
 
 
 
Brian McFall (Principal) 

Reading 89% medium to high growth 

Numeracy 90% medium to high growth 

Writing 93% medium to high growth 

Spelling 96% medium to high growth 

Grammar/Punctuation 67% medium to high growth 

http://www.frankstoneastps.vic.edu.au/Annual%20Report/AR_20164682.pdf
http://www.frankstoneastps.vic.edu.au/Annual%20Report/AR_20164682.pdf
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PARENT CORNER  
 

Here is another interesting article by Michael Grose 
which highlights both the advantages and the 
difficulties of technology in the world around us. 

Technology and Parenting 

What rules should you have around digital 
devices?  

Children’s digital technology needs to be managed 
and monitored by parents. That means we need to 
have some rules and guidelines in place. 

I’m often asked about rules and guidelines for 
children in the early and primary school years about 
digital devices such as tablets and mobile phones. 
This is new ground for most people whose own 
parents didn’t have to worry about digital technology. 
How to persuade kids to leave the television and play 
outside was the extent of the screen worries of the 
previous generations of parents. 

One thing is certain, technology is an issue you’ll 
struggle with for the rest of your parenting life. We’ve 
created the technology and unleashed it on our kids 
and now we seem to be scrambling like mad to keep 
up. Adding to this complexity is the fact that 
technology keeps changing rapidly. We just come to 
grips one device when a new one comes along that 
we have to learn about. 

Digital technology, with all its advantages is here to 
stay. It connects us to each other in ways we couldn’t 
imagine even a decade ago. It enables us to 
communicate to our kids when we don’t know where 
they are. It creates new interests and cultivates 
creativity.   

You’d have to be living under a rock to not realise 
that digital technology also presents new challenges 
such as cyber-bullying, worries about social media 

and children’s exposure to inappropriate images. 
Digital devices give kids access to a virtual world 
that is totally seductive particularly for those with 
poor impulse control. Also the nature of technology 
means that children can spend a lot of their time 
heads bent and staring into a screen, which is not 
healthy in the long-term. 

Children’s digital technology needs to be managed 
and monitored by parents. That means we need to 
have some rules and guidelines in place. Each 
family makes up their own rules to suit their 
circumstances but the following suggestions will 
help you put some order into the digital devices that 
come into your home. 

1. Hold off as long as you can 

The age when a child first gets a mobile phone is 
getting younger. Now most young people seem to 
have a mobile phone when they start secondary 
school. I’m currently working with parents who are 
struggling to hold off on their child’s mobile phone 
until secondary school but it’s a continuous battle as 
cries of ‘everyone else has a phone’ is ringing in 
their ears. If you took all these message from kids 
seriously you’d think that they were all born holding 
a mobile device and they’ve had an Instagram 
account since they were two. 
Kids pester power works in a way that you tend to 
feel guilty that you are somehow denying your child 
a basic right or access to something vital to survival 
such fresh air. 

Best to develop an easily repeatable mantra such 
as “That’s great. But every family is different and we 
do things our way.” They may whine when you say it 
but stick to your own way of parenting, which is not 
always easy. Alternatively, take the compromise 
route of allowing a child to borrow your phone, or 
having a family phone that all kids can use. 

2. Be prepared to learn 

Giving a digital device to a child has more parent 
strings attached to it than say, giving a box of Lego 
or most other items of play.  With most toys you can 
leave them to their own devices to play by 
themselves, which is the basic point really. It’s not 
so simple with a digital device. Be prepared to learn 
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some new games and stay up-to-date with social 
media trends. Snapchat anyone? 

3. Put rules in place first 

This is an interesting one. If you give your child a 
device, then later place restrictions on when it’s 
overused or used poorly then there’s every chance 
that you’ll be seen as the bad guy/gal. Better to put 
restrictions on in the first place and loosen them later, 
or better still reward their responsible use with greater 
freedom. Timing is everything. 

4. Change rules if need be 

Most families seem to have a child who thinks that 
rules are made to be broken so they always push 
boundaries, limits and parent patience. Parents, on 
the other hand, should work from the notion that rules 
are made to be changed. Be prepared to change your 
rules based on your child’s behaviour, maturity, sleep 
patterns, incompletion of homework, bullying or other 
issues that will invariably crop up and cause you to 
realise that the rules you set just aren’t working. 

5. Keep digital technology out of bedrooms 

If there was one rule that you should stay firm on, 
then this is the one. Many of our children are in sleep 
deficit as it is, without bringing digital devices into the 
frame. They may say they want to charge it in their 
room.  If so, keep the charger in a public place. They 
may even want to use their mobile or tablet to wake 
up in the morning. I applaud them for taking on this 
task but insist they use an alarm clock instead. 

6. Have a digital detox one day a week 

The only way that this idea will work is if you join 
them in making one day a week a digital technology 
free day. They will probably not like it, and neither will 
you, but the point of having one day off is to prove 
that they can live without their digital device and to 
engage them in different forms of communication and 
entertainment.      

Digital technology is now an integral part of our lives, 
but it’s not the only option we have to be entertained, 
informed and to communicate with others. Before we 
help our children, it’s best to look at own digital habits 

to make sure we are providing them with what they 
need – that is, the provision of balanced role models 
who know when to use and when not to use 
technology. They are more likely to walk our walk 
than follow our talk. I hope for you that’s not a 
‘scary’ proposition. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to see me if you have any 
queries or concerns. 
 
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager 
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We all had so much fun at beach day! The kids got to look 
at all the different creatures that live at the beach and 

explore the rock pools together. 
Not only did we have a great time, the kids created some 

fantastic work about it. 
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School Choir 
 
We are very pleased to announce 
our Choir Members of the month for 
February 2017. 
They are; Jaxton 4/5W, Gabby 
4/5W, Irah 2/3H and Janadi 1/2S. 

These children have made a great start to choir this 
year with excellent effort, enthusiasm and knowing 
their song lyrics. 
 

We would also like to congratulate the following 
people on receiving attendance certificates for 5 
lessons: 
Shanelle, Torrah, Chloe F., Janadi, Kane, Taane, Irah, 
George, Ryan, Maylani, Belinda, Chloe D., Lilah, 
April, Emma, Thomas, Sapphire,  Patricia, Isabelle R., 
Zalia, Cabriell, Trinity, Tamika, Gabby, Jaxton, Ruby, 
Erin, Kenyon, Mia, Frankie,  Andjelija, Blessing, Lily, 
Mac, Maki, Carla, Cassidy, Maurice and Lani. 
 
Until next time.........FEPS Harmony 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

March 15th  Chase C.   PM 
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CAFÉ KINSHIP 
 

Our “CAFÉ KINSHIP” still continues to grow with 
many now participating. We provide a vital link for 

Kincarers in the community.  
 

We meet on the 1st Wednesday and 3rd Wednesday 
of each month and share our experiences over a 

cuppa and refreshments. 
9:30am—12:00pm. 

2 Logan Street, Frankston. 
 

For Kinship Carers who may be interested in 
participating you can contact 

Jenny Cheshire on 0424  717 770 for more 
information. 
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Frankston East Primary School 
Our Purpose: 

To provide the Frankston East Community with a friendly and dynamic learning environment that engages students who work 

to achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. 

Frankston East Primary School promotes itself as an “Established School with Modern Ideas, based on Traditional Values” 

We Value: 

RESPECT We respect the rights of each other and our environment. 

TOLERANCE We accept individual differences in every way. 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE We believe in the right of every child to excel to their personal best. 

CONFIDENCE We instil in the child the confidence to approach the unknown. 

COMMUNITY INTERACTION We encourage honest and open community interaction and involvement 

FUN We never lose sight of the fun and enjoyment of learning. 

MUSICAL APPRECIATION 
We incorporate musical awareness, appreciation and performance throughout our 

programs. 

SPORTING INVOLVMENT 
Sporting involvement at all ages provides a wonderful insight into the development of 

people skills 

Our commitment to child safety 
 

Frankston East Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and 

respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. 

We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our 

robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, 

which we follow rigorously.  

Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. Our school has 

robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating 

our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.  

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. 

We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these 

commitments.   If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.  


