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28th March, 2018 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 

Kaeden is a well deserving recipient 
of the Aussie of the Month award for 
March.   
 
He is a happy and kind student who 
is considerate to others.  He is a popular member of our class 
who has established many friendships since the beginning of the 
school year.  Kaeden is courteous and well -mannered at all 
times.  
 
Kaeden is a valuable member of Prep M and is always a great 
class room helper.   He displays great leadership skills amongst 
his peers and shows great initiative during small group activities.  
 
Kaeden enjoys coming to school and prides himself on being 
organised and punctual with all school activities.  During class 
time, Kaeden works quietly and independently.  He always does 
his best work.  Kaeden has a positive attitude towards his 
learning and stays focussed on the task at hand to complete 
work within the set time frame.  Kaeden particularly enjoys 
writing activities and participating in our maths group rotations. 
 
Well done and congratulations on your great efforts. 
 
Attendance 
Our who le  school 
attendance has been 
terrific this term.  We have 
been aiming for a 95% 
attendance rate each 
week and we have managed to keep above this.  A fantastic 
effort on everyone’s part.  We will be presenting at our final 
assembly on Thursday special certificates to all students that 
had 100% attendance during the term. 
 
Athletic Sports 
Congratulations to all of our students that competed in the 
District Track Events last Friday.  Our kids performed really well 

Coming Events 
 

Term 1 2018 

Thur. 29/3  Last Day of Term 1— 
   Students dismissed 2:30pm 
   Free Dress Day (Coin Donation) 
   End of Term Lunch/Easter Raffle 
Term 2 2018  
Mon. 16/4  School Resumes 
Fri. 20/4  House Cross Country 
Wed. 25/4  Anzac Day Holiday 

throughout the day.  Overall we finished in 5th place as a 
school.  I would like to thank Mr O’Shannassy, Mrs 
Schumacher and Mrs Smith for organising and running the 
event on the day.  Well done to all involved. 
 
Farewell Mrs Harvey 
Mrs Harvey, who has worked in our school office for  the past 
23 years has decided to retire.  She will be taking some long 
service leave at the beginning of the term, but her last day 
working at Frankston East will be Thursday this week.  Barb 
has been an integral part of the school team for many years 
and will be sadly missed by all of us.  On behalf of the whole 
school community, I would like to wish Barb an enjoyable 
retirement and every success during the years ahead. 
 
Happy Holidays 
On behalf of the staff, I would like wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday period.  We wills see you all on  Monday April 
16th when school resumes. 
 
Until next time, 
 
 
 

Brian McFall (Principal) 
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PARENT CORNER  
 

Let Kids Off the Leash for Greater 
Confidence and Resilience  
by Michael Grose 
 
With the holidays just around the corner I believe the 
following article by Michael Grose provides a valuable 
insight into why we should encourage our children to 
enjoy more freedom and experiment with the 
environment around them. 
 
“Did you as a child or teenager enjoy more freedom 
to move around your neighbourhood than you give to 
your kids?” 
 
I often ask parents this question at my presentations 
and the answer is usually overwhelmingly affirmative. 
I then ask: 
“Put your hand up if you benefitted from this freedom 
in any way including developing self-confidence, 
gaining independence and learning how to solve your 
own problems.” 
Almost every parent present raises a hand. Deep 
down we know that giving kids more freedom is good 
for their overall development, yet we so often struggle 
to give kids the same liberties to roam that many of 
us enjoyed as children ourselves. 
 
In my book Spoonfed Generation I wrote how it was 
the edgier escapades – such as climbing walls, 
exploring drains and building cubbies from scraps 
scrounged from a nearby wood yard – and not the 
safe experiences that shaped me and made me less 
fearful as a child. These types of experiences in 
unpredictable environments taught me about being 
resourceful, assessing risk and confronting my fears. 
 
I would strongly argue that although I benefited 
greatly from a very good formal education at school it 
was these unorganised activities that helped me 
reach my full potential. Unfortunately, these are not 
the type of experiences many of today’s children and 
young people enjoy. 

 
Not all risks are the same 
There are a number of reasons why today’s 
generation experience less freedom than previous 
generations. These include busy after-school 
schedules leaving less time for wandering and the 
centralisation of shops and parks reducing 
opportunities for walking. However it’s the 
perception that the world is a more dangerous place 
that seems to be most pertinent. This is despite 
there being little evidence to suggest that stranger 
danger is on the rise. 
 
The wish to keep kids safe is now paramount for 
many adults, but it comes at the expense of 
children’s and young people’s natural 
developmental need for unpredictable experiences 
away from constant adult supervision. We need to 
be careful we don’t throw all risk into the same 
basket. We need to separate risk-taking in terms of 
unsafe/unhealthy risks (e.g. playing chicken with 
cars on busy roads) and safe/developmental risks 
(e.g. using traffic lights to cross busy roads). It’s 
evident that children who are exposed to safe risk 
taking usually are less fearful, less anxious and 
more able to take on new challenges and 
experiences. 
 
Parents need to be brave 
Perhaps one of the hardest parts of parenting is 
letting go of our primal need to keep kids safe from 
pain and harm. The wish to protect is in the DNA of 
most parents, yet we can’t let that innate desire 
restrict children’s basic developmental need to 
explore, to be curious and to pull away from 
parental protectiveness. 
 
 We don’t need to reflect for long to consider all the 
disasters that could befall our children in the park, 
travelling to school or going to the shops. But if we 
are aware of the cost of this fear, and instead keep 
it in check, we will help to nurture a more 
empowered child, laying out the ground for a more 
empowered adult. 
 
Just as we want our children to be brave and face 
their fears, we too need to face down some of the 
unwarranted fears that we have for our children’s 
safety. Navigating fear is a part of parenting just as 
it is part of growing up. It makes us feel 
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On Friday 23rd March children from grades 3 to 6 competed at Ballam Park 
athletics track in the District Track Events. We had a very hot day weather 
wise. Congratulations to all the children who competed with good spirit and 
sportsmanship to achieve the very best results they could in their events.   

Overall we came 5th in our division. 
                                                   GO FEPS  
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The operating hours are:  
 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
8:30am—9:30am 

Please come to the office first. 
Orders may be left at the office at any time. 

Student Attendance 

last week 
 

Percentage of students at school 

94.5 
 

Percentage of students on time 

96.4 

 

Happy Birthday 

 
Mar. 28th  Amelia H.-B. 3/4H 
April 1st  Bill E.  5/6S 
April 3rd.  Ella B.  PM 
April 4th.  Daniel C.  PM 
   Myles C.  1/2S 
April 5th.  Irah E.  3/4W 
April 6th.  Chase R.  1/2R 
April 7th.  George G.  3/4H 
April 8th.  Thomas P.  5/6O 
April 13th.  Lachlan S.  5/6S 
April 16th.  Kelly S.  1/2R 
April 17th.  Tye S.  3/4H 

EASTER RAFFLE 
 
Thank you to everyone for you 
great effort with your donations for 
our Easter Raffle. 
 
The winning grade was 3/4W—
they will receive their class prize at 
the beginning of Term 2. 

 
The Easter Raffle will be drawn at assembly tomorrow 
morning. Please ensure all tickets are at the office before 
9:00am 
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Frankston East Primary School 
Our Purpose: 

To provide the Frankston East Community with a friendly and dynamic learning environment that engages students who work 

to achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. 

Frankston East Primary School promotes itself as an “Established School with Modern Ideas, based on Traditional Values” 

We Value: 

RESPECT We respect the rights of each other and our environment. 

TOLERANCE We accept individual differences in every way. 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE We believe in the right of every child to excel to their personal best. 

CONFIDENCE We instil in the child the confidence to approach the unknown. 

COMMUNITY INTERACTION We encourage honest and open community interaction and involvement 

FUN We never lose sight of the fun and enjoyment of learning. 

MUSICAL APPRECIATION 
We incorporate musical awareness, appreciation and performance throughout our 

programs. 

SPORTING INVOLVMENT 
Sporting involvement at all ages provides a wonderful insight into the development of 

people skills 

Our commitment to child safety 
 

Frankston East Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and 

respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. 

We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our 

robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, 

which we follow rigorously.  

Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. Our school has 

robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating 

our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.  

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. 

We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these 

commitments.   If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.  
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